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01 INTRODUCTION
THE CONTEXT
Young learners need rhythm, repetition and
enjoyable opportunities to use English.
THE CHALLENGE
Ready-made songs may not always align with
specific vocabulary, sentence patterns, pronunciation
targets, proficiency levels, or lesson stages.
THE RESPONSE
Teachers can create and adapt songs and chants to
make learning more relevant, flexible, and engaging.

02 RESEARCH QUESTIONS

1. What limitations of ready-made songs and chants
emerge when addressing specific learning objectives
and learner needs?

2. What changes in vocabulary use, pronunciation,
and speaking participation are observed when
teacher-created songs and chants are used?

3. How can these rhythmic activities be effectively
Integrated into different stages of an English lesson?

03 THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

Design principles for teacher-created songs and chants
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These principles work together to support learning and promote meaningful communication

through songs and chants.

04 METHODOLOGY
PARTICIPANTS: 240 learners (Grades 4 and 5) at Gia
Tran A Primary School.

DURATION: 34 weeks

INTERVENTION

60+ teacher-created songs/chants + selected ready-made
materials

DATA: Teacher observation, learner participation
records, vocabulary/structure performance,
pronunciation/speaking samples.
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Engage and activate Introduce new Use songs/chants Encourage students Recycle and consolidate
prior knowledge vocabulary/structures for guided and to use language learning

in context controlled practice creatively

MAKING SONGS AND CHANTS WORK IN PRIMARY ENGLISH CLASSROOMS
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05 EMERGING FINDINGS

2& Evidence base: 240 learners - 8 observed classes

Classroom observation - recall checks - speaking tasks - participation records
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| 3 L Across 8 observed classes, songs and chants were deliberately integrated, repeatedly practised,
.-‘ and effectively supported learners to use target language with greater confidence.

06 PRACTICAL CONTRIBUTION
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CHOOSE REVIEW EDIT or ADD TEACH EVALUATE
learning ready-made CREATE rhythm & through and extend
objectives materials lyrics actions interaction learning
e |dentify target e Select suitable e Simplify lyrics e Set rhythm e Sing and chant e Check
vocabulary / songs for learners and melody together understanding
Sthuctunas e Analyze content, e Add or change e Add actions / e Pair / group e Extend to new
e Set clear level, rhythm vocabulary and TPR to support practice, contexts
learning goals sentences meaning role play
VOCABULARY/ PRONUNCIATION SPEAKING
STRUCTURE CHANT Rhythm supports stress and sound Learners move from chanting
reinforces target words/sentence patterns to oral production
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08 IMPLICATIONS

@ From repetition to meaningful use, songs and chants become
purposeful tools for language learning.

* When tailored to learners’ needs, they strengthen retention,
confidence and active language use — In and beyond the
classroom.
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| 7 TEACHER - CREATED SONGS
Ready-made —
sing and say!

@ Teacher-created —
made to fit!

e

J* Sing! Chant! Move! Repeat!

o’ Make English learning
fun and neat! @




