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Lecturers embrace ESL-oriented teaching — yet capacity and support lag the communicative demands.
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Findings

Positive perception — necessity 4.12, employability 4.05.

Highest demands — unanticipated Qs 4.07, paraphrase 4.01.

Widest gap — competence 3.08-3.23 vs demand 3.91.
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Conclusion

Lecturers endorse the ESL transition (necessity 4.12).

Demands exceed competence - 3.91 vs 3.08-3.23.

Support & training lag behind - 2.86-3.02.

Priority: targeted, differentiated PD.

Key references
1. Nieminen, J. H., & Carless, D. (2023). Feedback literacy: A critical review of an emerging concept. Higher Education, 85(6), 1381-1400. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10734-022-00895-9 

2. Sahan, K., Mikolajewska, A., Budzenski, M., & Galloway, N. (2026). ‘Language is like a boat that carries content’: Understanding students’ and lecturers’ perceptions on English medium instruction (EMI) teaching and support in Vietnam and Thailand. System, 139, Article 104016. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.system.2026.104016  

3. Wang, K., Yuan, R., & De Costa, P. I. (2025). A critical review of English medium instruction (EMI) teacher development in higher education: From 2018 to 2022. Language Teaching, 58(2), 141-172. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0261444824000351 

1. How do Vietnamese lecturers 

perceive ESL the transition?

2. What communicative 

demands are needed to teach 

academic contents in ESL? 3. What competency gaps in 

interactional competence and 

assessment literacy affect 

lecturers’ ability?
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